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A DEFINING MOMEN'T:
PALESTINIAN ISLAMIC
IFUNDAMENTALISM

Jean-I'rangois Legrain

Aol g . 1 oles

The Gult war precipoiated o ersas, o moment of decision, for
Hamas, the Islamiec resistanee movement, of the West Bank
and Gazo Steip, Olten termed o *tundnmentalist” movement,
becnuse of its “zeal” in pursiong an Isliamie sociopolitical
mgenda hoalt in puot upon o peoneipled refusal to negotinte
with the Lsrachs and o dedication to the elimination of the
Zionist woate altopether, Hamas and ity confrontational
stance wios ergoving o new fouod political ceedibility among
Palestiniing in 1990 even as ihe Gulf erisis unfolded. The
militant attitude taken towa d Taraelis had lifted Hamas Lo
an unpres edented level of popy lnrity as efforts of the Pales-
tine Laberntion Ovpanization (°L,0) 1o achieve o negotinted
chunnels entered ity third

escalated on the West Bank

settement through diplomadn
frustratn ¢ yeuwr and as violen
nnd Gaza
But the
which Thonas was known and reereasingly adimired would he
putl to the test as the moveme at quiekly foand itself in an
ideologica! dilemou: should it low the emational lead of the
Palestint populace in support of Saddam Hussein, their
s enemy of the Zionist state,

radheal, uncompn mining fundamentalism for

self-styled hiberator nnd feark
or should the movement look to its future and to its immediate
financial .ind orgamizational needs by distancing itsel! from

Fo honebietor Soawail?
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PALESTINIAN 1SLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM

The fact that the vLO, its vival for hegemony in the
I"alestinian resistance movement, chose the former course,
was one important element in the caleulations of the Islamic
movement’s leadership. Any crigis involves hoth opportunity
and danger, By quictly choosing to restrain its natural en-
thuginsm for uh_v nnti Western mprent, and by anticipating
that the Tragi “liberator of Palestine” would fail, Hamas

appears Lo have turned the erigin anto an opportunity for
expansion and to have proved itsell, in this instunce at lenst,
to he morve udﬁ;i!f at reading the sipos of the times than ity
nationalist rival, ‘The long-(erm oulcome is yet o be seen, but
in the short term Hamas may well have reaped hmancial and
political henelits for its deft renctions to the eriss,

o P @y SV a3 GV 6 G s e 106,
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The Emergencee of the
Palestinian Islamic Movement.

Droring the first ten years of the laraeh occapation of the Wenst
Jhank and Gaza SL’rih'l 19GT-76), Isliom rarely constituted the
prunary jostification for the liberation struggede of the Pales-
tians,' This, rather, wog maintsined in the name of Arnb or
Palestinian nationalism. The “olticiad” lshom of the West
Buonk won an integeal part of Jordanimn unllmrll.y{; in Gazn,
it exigled under the nuspices of the tsraeh military ad-
tnistration. i both eases the lsliamie lendership was con
Lent o preside solely over religious matters.

Al the end of the 19708, howev v, b new Ly pe of Islamice
activism appeared. Claiming the aothority of the Muslim
Hrotherhood tradition and linked with ity lgyptian and Jor-
dimian branches, though financially supported by Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia, this movement had as its primary preoc-
cupation the re-Islamization of sociely. ‘I'as quest for re-
Istamization was characterized by Cipgorous preaching in the
mosques, but also by attacks on vnveiled women and the
destruction of baes and cinemas, Anti-lsrach radicalism wan
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the theme of 1k dbscourse: e Tiheration of Palestine s U‘-"‘J"““'”C-""‘H"L(‘N ‘JJ“ rLE.Jh i Il
fundamentally arelynous question which conteras the entire = - o )
Lalamic commty; frhe protechion ol TsTamm i The Tace ot i - f"m "J LlisVl e 55'-‘” <yl Tt Azl <l ol g;iJ
repeated attacks hy The West is,an fael, the main challenge Jys o 3l sl 55 ol 1 (MY Mol Lol yay eadeddl 0l 2 )
ol this century; sinee Lseael constibotes the spearhead of thn . M=V o gl gadl il
ngresson, the Western mennee ean only he ebonnated '
through the destraction of the “Jewish enbity " als” C,'*--=J'=".‘J*"">U SJ"':L." “"‘Ju—' Jlsl (,Si ‘_5! :\f_,L.’LJ e (JT I"b-)-’

For the next decade--the ten years preceding the in- L] e S Ol Y OB ¢ - peba L) o &.f“'l‘“‘n Ll e 1')_:{ kY

tifuda- the Mushm Brotherhood refrained from confronting
the nccupying powerfind confined 108 political acbivity to Uic
strugpde ayaunst the Palestionan Connmunist Parly. Fatah,

fipybﬁqﬁfwhwiw)fj.iftwgw;‘:ﬂb‘&
Galondl (o O sy s Lol B (D) sl 0t 03 ey L 34adly )

: : L\ - ;. o affd. SR .
the minn wing ol the PLO, and Jordan were happy to en- “ Vo = o o fuasi aly Gl s fo SISy L Ll y g ol daUY!
courage Uas Ishomint attack on the “left,” and [srael too had O™ ¢ Lyl dayly )1 Lt p—"’jg Ay pll daall o Ny L daaladl & Yl e
an interest an enconraging aoy divigions among the Pales- t-'-f'lf;. . 36 = P H...“N gt (”‘ 3 ¢ 8 el g‘s’ I_,f'-.b‘ & ol
tindane. Alhough thies deceion ol To engnge iy direcl TeHIR- P P o sl ¢ ‘;‘J" t}"‘ L0l g:” Slnalad! - I g. M\Ju
tanee to e el cost these politieal lepantimacey sanong e
many Polestimans, the Brothers did manage Lo estabhsh o &l
large socrad wellare network in the Gaza Strip. There Shaikh
Ahmad Yasi emerped as o chavismatic and influential
leader. Vs Islimie Assembly Gl-Mutjomma® al-Ishumi) in- ———— YAY
filtrated The majoety of mosyoes aud came Lo control the
Istamic Unversity sinomy hoth sdministrators and students

: i ; ' aee Cthe . But on the
tregularly winnigg 65 (o 75 peccent of the vote) | . . T )
West “;".l\'i“ﬁ“i“n..I'lhusln'lqulnfl‘t.‘“gi“llHllHHUl!il\l,iullH,”Il‘.‘ L‘-L-‘ Y] ¢ izl ooy b 1 Hloll AL e ess {-Eb}ﬂ - ‘.JJ
Brothers Geled to extablinhon m:1wnrk or to hind t,!u'.nl‘H‘lEI‘\-'t?H U%L’,‘ &{'L?‘ ‘L’L"‘l":”'u}'s" & el O Y i - ol LU IS - < ebs
a vinble Teader, The migority of mosques escnped their cons & Ule LA ) e Sby el L) & g-»L»-T Iy Le cales)
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they obtiined rouphly 40 percent of the votes in student

A IS ] s sl ey VAAY ple

elections
1 wins ondy with the appensance of o gecond movement,

rivaling the Mushom Brotherhood in the Held of Ishne ne-
tivisin b landamentally differentin political behavior, that
Islam hecame mtepral to the polities of the occupied Ler-
ritories. T the process, the Muslim Brotherhood itsell was
endically transformed. This second Tslamist movement ap-
penred publicly m 1R d minde jrhad agninst |Hl‘lil!|-il‘1 all
vecldiee armed straggle, the central veligious

e forme:



PALESTINIAN 151 AMIC FUNDAMENTALISM.

duty. The generie name of "lslamic Jihidd” was apphed to the
VALIONS groups tmihl:nlc.ihg this principle, cach with a different
stroctare and “guide” at® (he helin " Principnl awong the
leaders ‘W{“l'l‘_I]‘:ull,‘ljli’{:\‘%ll‘]:thi. i pharmacist from Rafah, who
was particularly concerned with the wilitary side of things,
and Abd al-Aziz Uda, o lecturer at the Bilinnie University nnd
spivitunl lender of the movement,

The small }.{I'l)l!l‘l;i.;; thal make up ths movenient are united
hy i commaon ideology influenced by the thought of the Mus-
lini Brother inlieIluutugi_il,fﬁuy_vitl Quth texecuted by the Kgyp-
Linn ri-uihw in 1966); by the assassing of Ky ptian president

g P g Wit ! . . !
Anwar Sadat; and, althdugh thiese gronps nre Sunni Muslim

: v bl e g B z . 4 A
indd resolutely Palestiniin, by the Ishnuie revolution in Iran.

: iyt TR TO O I T T v 8- F o3 o a
Ay ageneral YulePactivists come either from the ranks of the

Muslim HrniI;u:l"lin‘i'ﬁi:'\'n}hi]mi-'puli'l‘i(.‘:luI conduet they eriticized;
or ¥om '|I'It‘?."l‘l‘”§:’;i'!’lllliﬂ‘W“‘Iiirllr Fatah The l:;t_‘nvh army al-
tributes the formiation’ of the Beigades of Tsdamic Jihmd
(Savayn al-dihad al-dglami) to this wing of Fatah, and, i
198G K7, through aseries ol anticlsraeh guerrilla in‘|u-r';'|tiu'n1.=i,“k
they played an ilnj);ll"l.HTlrI:( |'ulu_ih incitiog the intiluda.
Almost Hp}intunt’:‘m;ﬂ AEhE beginming, 'theé uprining very

quickly becnme organized through localand regional commit-

tees. T Lhis éitse of PLO parlisans, these commitiees fupp'ru-.cl‘
to the Unificd Nitiona! Lendership of the .l Tprising (UNLLT,
al-Qivadanl Wataniyyn' pl:Muwahhida 101 Intitndao; and, in
the ense of the Muslin Beatherhomd, they reported to the
Movianent of Islamic Resistance or, s commonly known in
the Arabic acronym, Hamus (Harnkat al Mugawama al-Is-
tamiyya). The small groups that made up Jihiud remained
lltliHitiM of these command Atructures. !
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established at the beginning of Jvovary TORR The UNLU
immedintely took charge ol decisions concerming Lthe ap-
proprinteness and timing of'y
and other forma of civil disobedience. This was doue h)l; Ithc
regular publication of pamberdd comnumiqueés, 1t political
eaflirmed the principle thiat the PLO s the sole

program r
of the Palestinian peaple and demnnded the

representative

renernl strikes, demonstrations,
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holding of an imterantional comlerence undes United Nations
auspices for the creation of oy independent, state,

Amaong the non PLO groups, Jikad became the vietim off

Israch vepression * Virtually destroyed two or three months

after the start of the uprising, b reemerged only at the end of

1988 10 the form ol periodie cammuniqués, asymbohe month-
ly steilee, and the organizabion of a number of commando
opernhions Inunched maialy from oatside of the Weat Bunk
and CGaza, While the Jihad peanp of Shapagi oo Ulda s been
another proup has

reestablished oo south Lebanon,
developed in Aman s s influenced by the person and
ideas ol Shaikh Ax'nd Bayyod al-Taminn.’ Yet another face-
tion, des eloping i the sumimer o has coalesced around
heahim Saebil in Anunan. With its top command thus out-
lawed ond o exile, “Islapne Jihad” has not been able to
reconstitale an elfective orpanization in the occupied ter-
ritories

By way of contrast, Homas has operated within the
ocevapied tercdores from the carly days of the uprising. Led
hy Stuohhe Aol Yasin and Deo Abd al-Aziz ol-Rontisi," a
tencher at the Islamie Pniversity of Gaza, Hoamas initially
attrnetod Mashion Brothers on anindividuanl hosis only. In
Februa vy 198K, however, the Brotherhood formally adopted
v o ils bt aoem

Incoonething the Hiberation ol Palestine in ils entirety-—
“from the tJordan river (o the sea”-=its new priority, the
Brothe hood was hrought into line with Jihad (without, how-
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ever, the merger of theie arganizations). [By taking part
publiclo i the stragede againsd srael, the Brotherhood could
now hiope Lo g the pohitical legitimney for whaeh it hiad

winttedd o long hat which hand heen demed il heciase of s
pobitico!l quietism Although ot fiest willings to subnut to the
timetabde of the nationahst and largely secalar UNLLUL tension
et an In light of Haomas' eohanced position and the PLO'S
relotively wenkeaed one on the pohitical chessboord, there
wis soon mntual consgultation, bhut hitle substantial ngree-

ment, between the bwo main proapes



PALESTINIAN LBAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM

. The Gulf Crisis and
the Dilemma of Hamas

The pu'-nlmn lhut Ham.a« mok on the Gulf erisis must be seen
in llu- context of its u-mpn-lllmn with the 1.0 for political
.mwmlum‘v in lhv uuupwd territuries. One could churac-
terize Hamas' IMHI[H)II as one of embarrassment: ity leader-
shap wan e atght he Aween public opimon favorable to Saddam
Hussein, on the one haod and s foanembdepe addenee on the
Gulf stales, on the ullwr

There were nmnv indications of this tengion. Several
tnams wuu'oxpvllml Ilum their mosques by Unlestinian moby
for preaching ﬂgmnﬂtllw Iragi invasion of Kawit, while the
command of Hamas took two weeks to publislyits pusition on
the qnoqlmn ((mmmnn;ne(n! althasgeh dated ; lAng\wLI‘)JU
ipnored the invasion nl Kuwail. the day before. During the
first two weeks of the wrigig, Houma s did nothing more than

reproduce two Jordanian communiques - the declaration of

the Jordanian Muslim Brotherhowd of 6 August and the
speech by one of its depoty lenders, Sulninmn Mansur, on 8
Aupust, Only after 13 August did Hamns publish its own

pronouncements, and only three o these treated the Gull

question in detnil.”, Morcover, between 3 Angast 1990 und 9
Jinuary 1991 (Communiaués 61 Lo 68), Huaman culled for 19
days of general strike, bot only two of these were devoted to
condemnation ofeventsin the Gull: 1t advoeated 37 particular
demonstrations, yet not one had the Gull War as ity theme.
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As Polestiniana inereasingly demonstrated their support lor
Snddam on the streets, the leaders of Thimas ceturned the
(heme of mohilization apainst lseael to pride of place in their
communiquéa.' They also called for unity with the PLO.

Hamas adopled basically the same frumework of
analyain in regponding to the Gull erisis that it employs in
peldvessing the Tneaeli- Palestininn guestion this s another
epsode in the fight between good amd evil, ionew “erusnde”
by the West, “a hateful Chirigtinn plot against our n-.ligmu'.
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our envilization and oo oned” wlneh aims to put anend to the
Dlessed movement of slane expansion' The United States
“emmminnds all the forees hoshle to Ishom and the Mushims,”
and Georpe Bush is “the ehiel of the filse pods,” “the lewder
of the foreos of evil ™ Althoupeh present i oo mimor way,

antiimperianhst themes were nul ipnoved: in communigue Gid,

gn gzl I3

for example, Hamas clumpges thal "Americia has exploted The
entry of Leagi forees ito Kawant und has used it ag an excuse|
Lo ocenpy The region divectly, whereas before it had oceapied
[the region] and hid controlled its riches through the inter-

mediey of its eollaboritors in the regon.”

aiw\ o @l e Glodl Jp 0y L Ll s i

This ontaloieal theologival fenmework of analysis allows
for Little mention of the participation of Aeab and Muaslim
fraops 1 the anti lowgi conlition. Yanofar an it is mentioned
at all, Avah governments are depicted as hiving mposed on
their people a decision which i contrary to religion, but which
is reprettahly consmstent with their policy of undermining
Il “ion total way of Tile” The conseguence ¢ian only be
“ecndence, haekesliding, nnd the breaking ap of the wmma

[Tslame community .

Hanas also rejected the conlition’s argument that it was
defondigrimternationnl lnw: “Where wore {hese states on the
dny when the Jews absorhed the lnnd of Palestine, Sioni, nnd
the Golion Heights, on the diy when they invaded southern

Lebanon™ Moreover, the Security Counal constitutes
“world dictatorship in its sl hideous form.""® There the
right of veto is exercised by Greal Britnin, which, through the
Balfonr Declaration, had “planted this cancerous hody | 18-
rael] on our land " and by Ameriea, "stratepic ally of the sons
of vipers " The American forces “have exchanged their old
colonial clothes 1o put o i vew costume ol support for
internitwmal will i defense of vight justice, and legitimacy,
but we are under noallusion: i in faet aomntler of preparing
for the anvasion of Trag's tecntaory and of Tacilitating the

invasion of Jordan by Lsrael ™/
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Havne endorsed the twin core primerples thal tos neces-

sary “tovesolve Avah didferences within the Arab fannly,” and
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(hark 1t is equally necessary Lo refvinn from using foreefwhich

cin only lead to “the shedding of blowd. - between sons of the

saome umma and the opening of the door to hosale torees and
states.” " Once stipulated, however, these ponciples were
celipsed by an almost exclusgive preoccapation with the ques-
Gon of o forem presence i the vepion Indeed, the Hnmns
commiand steered between total obfuscation of the Tragran
vasion itself and detailed ceference ta the phight of Kuwait.

i thesdeclarvation of 5 August, the Muslim Hreotherhood
mande reference to"the entey (dukhul) of Trag forees into
Iuwait.” The expression; sused: apeanin later, can appear
lenent," but Irag’s enlry is nonetheless vondemnped iy the
nnme of the prineiple that Arabs shauld not spill Arab hlood.
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Yeo this unfavornble mention disuppenred entirely from the
decluration of Sulaiman Mansur ol the dordianinn Muslim
Brotherhood, reproduced hy Hamas For Mansur] the crisis
wirs “the most brutal of aggressions led hy the Christian and
Zaonist conlition full.of hute toward our umma”

The communigué of 14 August ook the sume line and
highlighted the, demands of the movement: “the withdrawal
ol Amervienn forees from Arnb terntory, which they have
profaned, and the leaving of Arab wltiirs to the Arabs them-
pelves.” 1L demanded that “Irag and Kuwait, brothers like ol
the Arab states, should work Lo resolve their problems he-

tween themselves,”[but i wag not precise about the nature of
the problem or an eventual Jragi withdrawal,

Communiqué 63, on.the other hand, eluborated upon the
question of Kuwait, from: the humanitarion as well as the
political angle, “We here in Palestine, in the depth of torment,
we feel hetter than ‘anyone the bitterness of ‘the loss-of our
homelond, the saullering of exodus aod dimporn 00 Our
faithtul Palestinian  people do ot forget the nttitudes of
poodwill and: generosity taken by their brother Kuwaiti
peaple toward the Palestinian people throughout their or-
denl” However, Hunm was quick to add: "We are sure that
our Dlengi brothers will gennt (o therr Kuwint brothers the
sifety and protection of their peranng, linanees, belongings,

——
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and liberties."[This expeetation that Trag would treat the

Kuwaitis justly was expressed, no doubt, for the benefit of
Hamas' Cull state henefactors -a placatory statement made
all the more necessary by the obvious absence of compuassion
for the Knwaitis on the Palestinian streets.

The political position detailed in the remainder of the -

tract seemed to ally Humas move clogely with the Gulf states
and thus threatened to distance Hamas further from the
Palestinians on the streets and from the lragi regime. For
Hamas was, in fuct, introduzing new, balancing, demands.
Now the demand for the withdrawal of foreign troops was
accompanied by a demand for “the retreat of lragi troops from
Kuwait,” us well as for the “constitution of an Arab or Islamic
[peace-kecping] foree in hotly contested frontier regions.”
Hamas alio called for:

the people of Kuwnit to have the cight to dotermine the futare
of then country. Disputes [must | he settled withu an Acalor
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Islamic l'rmnewurkl which would successfully carry out a study

"eTl'—lruqu Toima, whelher it be o matter of refeering o the
drawing of Trontiers or Lo the concelling of debts from Lhe wur
with hi n.

Comnim. ué 64 went on to reatarm that the "Kowaiti people
ghould be able to exercise thee right Lo self-determination
pnd 1o seleeting the regime of their choice.”

Hamii, theretore, did not fully endorse lrag's position,
even if ceotain Iragi claims were fuvorably regarded, nor did
it complet-ly align itseltf with Kuwail. The question ol Pales-
tine was olwauys at the heart ol the matter: “Our fight in the

Julf against the Crasade is oure fight in Padestine apgaingt
Zionism." " Phus, although continuing to hope for the destruc-
tion of Livael ns u prerequisite of Palestine's liberation,
Hamas did not appenr to believe that Saddam Hussein would
be the insteument of either. o itz communiqué of 22 January
1991, for exiuple, it ncknowledped, *We rejoiced to see Arnb
weapms strike the hunkers of the Zionist enclave in the heart
of Tel Aviv and elsewhere. The Jews will drink the same cup

A4
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which they have forced our people to drink everyday.” Yet it
had called on Traq to “strike the heart of Tel Aviv” only if Iraq
had become the: victim.of “Western, crusader-like aggres-
gion,"? fetvon g G :

These attitudes lend one to conclude that the Hamas

command inside the occupied territories never considered a

victory for Saddam Hussein a real possibility mt. rather, had
its eye consistently’ on: the’ posiwnr sitaation, There was
nlways a need to be seen as nol running against Palestinian
public opinion; and, at the same Lime, it could not precipitate
a cut-off of Gulf finances on which it was partly dependent.
This latter concern was all the more important because
Hamas' rival; the PLO,.was hound Lo be weakened by its
alipgnment’ with lraq and. the: resultant loss of its Gulf
revenues. While it in difficult to be precise about this financial
linknge, certain estimates place the total amount of recent
direct Kuwniti financial aid to inntitutions in the occupied
territories at approximately $100 million annually, At the
Arab sumimit in Baghdad in 1990, Kuwait announced that it
had paid $27 million to the PLO and $60 million to Hamas in
the previous year. Over the past ten years, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates have probably given
$10 billion to the PLO. ' R '
Hamag' rather pragmatic attitide in the Gulf ¢risis was
both i renction to this financin! history and o gnmble on the
fture, Looking to the future is one indication that n move-
ment is becoming increasingly orgimized and institutional-
ized: in the case of Hamas, forward thinking during the Gulf
crisis was a si'gnjﬂ'nd a result, of the movement's enhanced
lepitimacy in the political life of the occupied territories due
(o its role in the recent history of the intifada. In perceiving
the Gulf crisis a8 an opportunity 1o challenge the PLO for
control of the Palestinian resistance movement, the leader-
ship ol Tlnmaw seemed (o be building on this mementum,
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ISLAMIC IFUNDAMENTALISMS At THE GULF CRISIS

The Palestinian Future:
Between the °LO and Hamas

At the end of the first year of the intifadn in 1987, the
nationalist cump seemed to be the victor, Ba;sing himself on
the claims of the UNLU tu e directing the uprising, Yasser
Arafat had succeeded in making his line prevail at a crucial
meeting of the Palestine National Council: the proclamation
of the State of Palestine on 16 November 1988 had been
enthusiuatically welcomed hy the majority of Palestinians
(even by those opponed to the policy of diplomacy rather than
military struggle), while the aceeptance of Security Council
Resolutions 242 and 338 opened the way to a dialogue with
the United States. The I'I,H.[u['f'lcinlly playing the American
card for a diplomatic settlement,| thus gave priority Lo the
politica! need for a sharing of the lund between two slales—
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Isruel und a troneated Palestine—over the emotional attach-
ment of all Palestininns to un undivided Palestine. In the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, it was understood that the upris-
ing would continue with the siume methods which had proved
their elfectiveness during the first year--that is, civil dis-
ohedience, rather than n policy of outright dostruction of the
enemy.

Hamas, which dominpied the Talamie camp afler the
virtan! eeadication of Islnnie Jihad, constituted henceforth
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the only organization opposing nny negotinted solution and

upholding the demand for the liberation of the whole of

Palestine by armed struggle, After a thousand days of rebel-_
lion and in spite of undenishle gaing, especially the break
with the iden of a “normalized occupation,” the nationalist,
1LO i found itsell al a diplomatic nnd political impasse,
Wherens the dynimism of the uprising was showing signs of
fagging in the fuce of the immovability of both Isruel and the
international community, many people hoped for more radi-
cal methods, Serions, bloody events would provide Hamas

L with (he opportunity to try to teansform itsell into the yn-
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disputed leader of the intifada.

In 1990, two years nter the crucial meeting of the Pales-
Line National Council in-Algiers, the PLO approach had not
succeeded. Nol only was the state of Palestine still a quasi-
fiction, but even the most favorable political interpretation of
the uprising, which argued that st the least it would stimu-
lnte a new climate of negotiations, had been sabotaged. lsrael
refused to subscribe to the “Baker plan,™* and earlier both
the Mubarak and Shamir plans had been stillborn.?® The
+ United States put an end to its dinlogue with the PLO in June
1990, and, {or its part, the United Nations showed itself to be
incapable of enﬁ:rcmg |Lq rwulutmnq onthel ulvsllman ques-
tion, '

Parallel with these political set bicks, the situation in the
occupied territories continued to deteriorate, A list compiled
on 30 September 1990 showed 861 dend nnd 101 AH060 wounded
since the beginning of the intifadn. On 20 I)uwmlmr 1990 the
Isracli army acknowledged that, at one time or another, it
had arrested around 70.000 Palestininns— that is, one-twen.-
tieth of the population. Furthermore, 65 people had been
devorted from the térritories,
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Ficonomically, the situation i the time of the Gulf crisia
was catastrophic, and it romaing 8o, Per capita income ia
thought to have fallen by at least 15 percent since the begin-
ning of the upriging and the possibilities of work in lsrael
grow fewer by Lthe day. The number of holders of green
identity cards, which forbid the holder to enter lgrael, is, in
fact, constantly increasing: before October 1990, some 3,400
inhabitants ol the West Bank and 5,000 Palestinians from
the Gaza Strip had been issued them; at the beginning of
December 1990 security sHources announced that at least

2,400 more would receive thom in the West Bank alone.
Al the same time, lsrael’s holTon The occupicd terrilories

tightened, purticularly on Jerusnlem, with the creation of
new colonies outside and within the city und with the
neeelerated program of Jewish hame-building in the old city.
The massive immigration of 160,000 Soviet Jews in 1990 led

to a deepening of the Padestiniane fear of being swallowed
up. Inaddition, the supporters of the poliey of “transfvering”
the Palestinnan popalation to the east hank of the Jordan saw
Genernl Rehavam Zeevi, one of their spokesmen, enter the
lsrach government al the heght of the Gulf war,
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Alonpgside these external lln,'-tr'um. mternal tensions in-
crensed an 1990 The steappde agaonst presumed “col-
Inborntors™ intensitied. Accovdhing to lsraeli aemy figures, 176
“colluborntors”™ were cxecnted hy Palestininn groups in 1990,
companed with 139 o0 TORY w16 in TO8R. Aprecinent. hay
not beew veached wmong the dilferent Palestinn connnands
#8 1o how to deal with those suspected of working closely with

the Zionest nothorites, l\flnn-n\-u}_, clanhes have oveanvveed be-
tween nahionnhsts and tslanosds on the one land, aod iomong
varioos vationlist pgroups on the other, The tension in the
Democratie Front fore the Liberation of Palestine (DFLEY out-
side o the occaped tervitories was echoed within the ter-
ritories.” By the end of 1990 the top leaders o the Abd Rabhu
wing wers disnssed from then positions, only to be replaced
hy purtio s of Navel Howatomeh ' The preeatest fenson
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ocenrred between the Popubio Front for the Liberation of
Padentine clrnes, whoeh aeged oo radienlization of the methods
of the b fwda, and the ather parties of the Umified National
Londvesding cdingrrevcinent whaeh bed, i Cheaprogg ol 1990,
to a lempornry allinnee hetweon the PRLE and the Islomints
againgt planned muameipal elections

Because of this ml];:htfmﬂulu nmight have lost
ity impetas enbively Bot two events ol exceptional pravity
velounchod it and allowed Huneoecto atempt (o present itself
a8 the natarcal leader of the intdada. Fiest, an 20 May 1990,
at ishon Lezion tsoath of "Tel Avivy, an Israeli killed seven
Palestininn workers in cold blood and wounded about ten
others. The repression of the demonsteations during the
hours that tollowed resanlted in even more deaths and more
thun H00 wounded . Second, on 8 October, in the very heart of
Jerusalem, on the esplanade of wl-Haorvam al-Sharvil Cwln:l'v
the nl-Aqgsa mosque and Dome of the Rock arve loeated and

near the spot. dews helieve Solomon's temple onee Hl(!ll(lj-
clashes vesulted in 21 Palestinian deaths and neinly 150
wounded, During the weeks that followed, curlews kept one
million people in their homes while Lseael refused 1o accepl a
United Nations investigntive conunission,

Immedintely after the events st al Agsa, what very quick-
ly beeame called “the wir of the knives” hegan, with
Jernsalem most often the theiter, The Hiooas command
arpgned that “the munssacre ot al Agsic showaed Hhint our fight
wilh Zionism is o fipght hetween Tsbivn o drdiosm," hat
nonetheless kept legitingde targets vesteicted 1o soldiers and
seltlers. Simultnneously Hamas called for “the intensifica-
tion of operations of jilid in the interior nud oversens,”*
Severnl Tavaelin were stabhed, and the tseach authorities
resolved to move against Hamas, Pour of s leaders were
deported to Lebanon on BJanuary 1991 and s veral hundred
arrvests were made in the rankas,
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Havmas sought o elevate this “voae of the kmives” to the
Stitus of o new intifada, dteategy. However, the wdherents of
‘-"‘ |'|-“[Wt_tll tho exceplion of the I‘I-I.i'JHIIHWvd some hengin-
Lion ny Iu_wht't,hm‘ they should support these NCEDIVILICH, 1K
sepment of Palest il‘li!‘lil‘[lilli“(‘l!'lilli"ll demimded, or condemn
thens, ns world public opimon aeged. Whnt ascclenr s thint the
Lo wit i kodly on e detommve i e conteat witls oo
fur the Paledtininn soul,

In the spring of 1990, Hamas evade a nomber of demands
un the PLO lendership, not the least of which was that there
bea full return to “the military option™ and that Hamagy be
given representation on the Palestine National Couneil com-
mensurate with its strength on the pround, I estimated that
it commimded the Joyalty of forty to fifty percent of the
population ™ Needless o say, the 1100 pelused these demands
andimounted weounter attack, Ancditorind i the B July 1990
wssue ol Filastin al “Thawra (itevoluttonary Palestine), the
jorenal of Fatah, aecused Hamos of bemng the plaything of
Fsrael and the United states and ol intendig to replace the
reoitself as leader of the Palestiom movement,” Clashes

between Hamas and Fatah, previously confined 1o the
prisans, now occurred throughout the teeritories i July
OBt Rudunhvand on Guzag in September, in‘Tulkarm, Burayj,
and Jabadye camps and i denine, Retusing Lo alter s pohicy,
Hamas agionn appeared to be the vietor, On 1Y) Seplember
1990 o reconciliation of sorts was agreed, wherehy IFatah and
Hamas undertook 1o coordiate oiders to their followers and

P o b gt ter s thee prasonn " Yet o June 199 eew

clavhies erupted v Habtas aond Clzne A liereb et st nlist alind
i Lo member i Nabdas aod then attacked lam agion on the
apevating tihle ol the Anghican hospital. Tn Gaza, tension rose
over Hamas insistence that all women, including schoolgirls,
wein the headseadl, ov Al Slogans appenred on the walls
which proclamed, “Hamas considers the unveiled to be ¢ol-

L P RTTT VI I TH PRTTT] e

i) Zodl poY) mad ¢ QS O e S ol Cnny
g_,,-,.fols’ssllL,Jﬁ,;,dtua,q;ﬂiﬂf.;l1mc.¢ug@|aﬁﬂa.;au,-,-w
L.SLG_:sbljlcleﬂlouﬂq%wa&wh&&gaw
@;Cuuiﬁy@uwﬁfﬂtmoiybﬁuy‘_;.lerwgl,nguq
A aah iy ) e s g s

Y4y
Cev)

MMla;w‘__Ju!yamu.L.}.;..w‘ V49 ple ay) Sy
T SN Htad oo puas 0y ¢ (6 Kl sl J] S 3 4l
Bt gt ol e e Ll ool L o)1 e Wi ey el
b b ety el ol Al e i, Il dndary o nthl
:gg;a,,.nwt.,.onc-sotﬁu UL 63 ) A edalin g5 8 Al sl
Ak o el Gl Zale sl ] aes iy ¢ sl LYy )
| ' - 2

L}*:.-J‘o,,_._.ngﬁa,a:s,..—,n:‘_gjiau.x.A!.L_J..A;UurL,;‘wmwTJ
&Jti)ﬁjci)‘-sinblfl,:_:ln_‘ﬁni_’\‘\‘\-rbjﬁdjcwidbwlgﬂ:éu
~ ey el by e B Sl sl J b

V4 By b pandl STy iy oid 1l ol XTI I

Lo ezl ooy md ol o bisdlae e WY 5 149, J U
Ol Jorls Olnd S5 0 &y ¢ Logelily gt ] gyl a8 s
Oy . 535y bl (§ s OISLatt el 94 ple O 4 Sy

AY



PN ivivin vy wie e .,

I pgeneral, the contonn i of the lrger picture remained
the sivme after the Gult win ended and Siddam Hussein was
deteated. Hamas mananged not 1o alienate popular support,
while at the same e it retased Lo align itsell with the Iragi
postbiens Combied with (e incrensing adoptiong of more
radhcal methonds of stragple agamnet Che oceupation and the
contivnnmg finline of all ¢fforts 1o resolve the Volestinian

question, s shollfally cohlrated Gull poliey hrought Hamas
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new hases ol support In the weeks immediately alter the war,
1 hecame elenr that the PO leadership was also in disarray.
Wenbcned imternntonanlly Leenase of s tupport of Saddam
wind deprerved of 1w Gulf’ revenue, Lhe 'O seennil pornlyzed
Sy onew internal vivalries inits leadership and thus is unable
todosmmhze o new policy. Indeed, the PLON choice seemed
stark: to stand aside hetore this pressure, or Lo resame ity
tormer, ridiea) strategies. Ineither ease Islamic fundamen-
cldim awmorepresented by Humas, would elaim the political
L_z,':.‘-lpnil:: it o ta the vietar
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